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historic name Peace, ,Iohn ,Ir HOllse 
other names/site number 

Ownership of Property 

[X] private 
D public-local 
D public-State 
D public-Federal 

code NC county Granvj]] e 

Calteoorv of Property 

D building(s) 
@district 
Dsite 
D structure 
Dobject 

Name of related multiple property listing: 
Historic and Architectural Resources of Granville 
County, North CaroIlna 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

not for publication 
vicinity 

code 077 zip code 27525 

Contributing 

1 
2 

3 

Noncontributing 
1 buildings 

___ sites 
___ structures 
___ objects 

1 Total 

Number of contributing resources&reviously 
listed in the National Register ____ _ 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
fXJ nomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my "0, e pro y ee D es not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet. r-/ 

t" . ' . 1"2C;'8-~ 
Signature of certifying official 

State Historic 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

Date 
Officer 

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

D entered in the National Register. 
D See continuation sheet. 

D determined eligible for the National 
Register. D See continuation sheet. 

D determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

D removed from the National Register. 
D other, (explain:) _______ _ 

Date 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



(enter categories from instructions) 

Domestic-single dwelling 
Agriculture/Subsistence 

Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Georgian 
Other' transitional Georgian/Federal 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Domestic-single dwelling 
Agriculture/Subsistence 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation __ =s..:::.t..:::.on=e ____________ _ 
walls ____ -'-'-w-'-'e"""a'-"'t""-'h""'e""'r'-'=b'-"'o=a=r"-"d=--_______ _ 

roof ____ ~a~p~)p~h~a~l~t ____________ __ 
other _____ w~o~o~d ______________ ___ 

stone 

IXJ See continuation sheet 
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DESCRIPTION 

Exceptional in both size and form, a massive chimney - built 
of a fr"' i ab lest one known 1 oca 1 1 Y as II gr"\ay 'r"\ock II - dom i nat es the 
John Peace Jr. House. Visible across contributing pastures and 
fields from the two unpaved roads that pass near the property, 
the chimney rises almost as a natural outgrowth from the stone­
laced hill upon which the house is built. The intact Georgian 
and transitional Georgian/Federal style dwelling is one of the 
oldest properties in Granville County, probably built in 1801 as 
a carved chimney stone suggests, and from its chimney to its plan 
to its shape it is one of the county's most unusually configured' 
pr"'O per't i es. 

The mortised and tenoned, three-bay wide house is one-story­
and-a-loft tall and unusually narrow and deep for a local 
dwelling. It is lit by nine-over-nine windows at its first floor 
and four-over-four windows at its attic" Its steeply pitched, 
f 1 us h gab 1 e end r'" 0 0 f s wee p s dow n , wit h 0 n I y a s 1 i g h t k i c k, 0 v e r'" 
an original one-bay shed room and engaged two-bay porch at the 
front - the posts of which have been replaced - and over a later 
added shed ell at the rear. This shed-marked form is akin to 
that of eighteenth and nineteenth century dwellings built in 
North Carolina's eastern Piedmont and coastal plain. It is 
little found in Granville County during the plantation and bright 
leaf eras, when front porches were commonly left open and rear 
rooms were contained in ells, not sheds. 

But for the flush-sheathing and three-part surrounds of the 
front porch bays, the exterior of the weatherboarded dwelling is 
simply finished. Its decorative glory is its chimney. Laid 
bottom to top in stone, the chimmey is double-shouldered and 
ex c e p t ion a I 1 Y b r"O ad. L ike the a c com pan yin 9 s t 0)"1 e f 0 un d at i 0)"1, i t 
was chiseled from' the rocky dome upon which the house was raised. 
South of the chimney, a bit down the hill, stands an immaculately 
maintained family cemetery. More than a dozen stone markers of 
the Jenkins, Holmes and Strother families stand within its fence. 
The e a 'r'" 1 i est - t hat 0 f Dr'" . J 0 s e ph P. J e)"1 kin s ( 1 830 - 1 856 ) 
predates the Civil War. The most recent markers are those of 
Fannie Gibbons Jenkins (1875-1967) and her brother, Joseph Peace 
Jenkins (1872-1950), whose name shows a continuity of family 
names stretching back to that of the property's earliest known 
OW)"I e 'r'" • The p 'r"' 0 P e 'r"' t Y a 1 SOY' eta ins a non - con t 'r"' i b IJ tin g , t wen tie t h 
century, frame barn. 

The plan of the house is unique in the county. The two 
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princi~al rooms, a front parlor and rear room, are arranged back 
to back at the house's south or chimney end. A boxed stair runs 
along the north wall of the front parlor and a small bedroom 
opens off the north side of the rear rOOMu The house has no 
hall. The front parlor - the house's largest room - and the two 
back rooms are adorned with Georgian and transitional 
Georgian/Federal style flush-sheathed wainscoting and raised, 
six-panel doors set in three-part surrounds. Angled corner 
hearths, feeding off the single.massive chimney, serve the parlor 
and the room to its rear. Their original or early mantels are 
simply finished, befitting the basically modest nature of the 
dwelling. 



Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

D nationally D statewide Q:g loca"y 

Applicable National Register Criteria og A DB og C Do 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) DAD B Dc DoD E D F D G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
Architecture 
Agriculture 

Significant Person 
N/A 

Period of Significance 
circa 1801-1865 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Architect/Builder 
unlmown 

Significant Dates 
circa 1801 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

[Xl See continuation sheet 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Its massive chimney and substantial foundation organically 
rising from the rock-crowned hill upon which it stands, the John 
Peace Jr. House is significant as one of Granville County's 
oldest and most unusually fashioned properties. (See associated 
P 'r"' 0 P e 'r .... t Y T Y pel - G e 0 'r'" g ian a Y', d Fed e r .... a 1 sty 1 e D weI 1 i n g s ) The 
house is also historically significant as a rare, early, 
surviving example of the dwelling of a modest planter. (See 
ass 0 cia ted His t 0 'r'" icC 0 n t ext 1 - PIa n tat i 0),,", E 'r .... a, 1 7 L~ 6 - 1 865 ) I tis 
)"',0 tab 1 e f 0 'r'" its s hap e '1 pIa n , fin ish a Y', d s t r'" i kin g chi m n e y " Its 
narrow, deep, shed-accented form, marked at its front facade by 
flush-sheathing and Georgian style three-part surrounds, is 
reminiscent of architecture to the east rather than that commonly 
f 0 u nd 1 0 cally. Its two - 'r .... 0 0 m dee p a)"", d b r 0 a d i ),,", t e'r"' i 0 r', w h i c h 
includes intact Georgian and transitional Georgian/Federal style 
three-part surrounds and raised six-panel doors, is also unusual 
for the county. And most noteworthy and noticeable is its broad, 
double-shouldered chimney, which is built out of the same stone, 
k now n 1 0 cally i:\ s II g 'r"' a y 'r .... 0 c k, II t hat c r"' 0 p sou t up 0 nth e h ill 0),,", 

which the house and its pastures and fields stand. Carved into 
an immense stone at eye level of the chimney is the legend 
"Thomas Collier'" 1801. II Who Collier was is not known - possibly 
the stone mason - but the 1801 date is a plausible date of 
construction for the Georgian style dwelling. The house's period 
of significance does not extend beyond 1865, the end of the 
plantation era, because there are no buildings or structures 
remaining on its grounds that relate to its use in the post-Civil 
War years as a bright leaf tobacco farm. A non-contributing, 
de t e)· .... i 0 'r"' ate d , t wen tie t h c e n t u 'r" Y b a 'r'" n s tan d s tot he e i:\ s t 0 f the 
house. 

A construction date of 1801 indicates that the house was not 
built by its earliest known owner, Josiah Peace (1790-1864), who 
was 0 n 1 y 1 1 at the t i rn e . Who the 0 'r" i gin a low n e r"' w a ~.:; , and how 
Pea c e a c qui 'r"' edt he p 'r"' 0 P e 'r" t Y'1 i s not 1-<. now n .. A 1 776 dee d [ Dee d 
Book L, Page 60J in which a John Peace, Jr. (1743-1821) purchased 
225 acres of land on Fort Creek for 50 pounds may well encompass 
the land upon which the house was erected. The two Peaces were 
in all likelihood related - the census of 1790 shows only four 
Peaces (John, Jr., John, Sr., Joseph and Joseph, Sr.) living in 
the area - but their exact relationship is not known and no 
records survive of any transfer of property between the two. 

The p'r .... ospe'r .... i t Y 
refined dwelling, 

of Josiah matched the nature of the 
for he was the owner of six slaves 

modestly 
at the 



NPS Form 10-000-a 
(8-88) 

Section number 8 

OMS Approval No. 102{-OO18 

Page_~_ 

taking of the 1840 federal census and of ten a decade later. 
Though passed through different branches of the family, the house 
is still owned by descendants of Peace. Josiah left the house 
following his death in 1864 [Will Book 22, Page 177J to his 
sister, Rosa Jenkins (1804-1881), and in 1909 descendant Sarah E. 
I~ . J e)"'1 kin s w ill e d itt' 0 h e}-"'\ n i e c e , E un ice J e)"'1 k i )"'1 S ( d . 1 9 7 L~), and 
he}-"'\ h usb and, L u c ius S t }-"'\ 0 the}-"'\ [ W ill Boo k 25, P age 378] • The y 
transferred it to their son, Vernon, who in turn transferred it 
to his son, its present owner, E.V. Strother, Jr. Though none of 
the plantation era owners are buried on the property, the 
contributing private cemetery does contain the remains of a 
number of members of the Jenkins family. 



Granville County Hills. Granville County Courthouse, Oxford, N. C. 

Intervie\v with E. V. Strother, August, 1986. 

Research conducted by Catherine Bishir. Located in Peace HOl1se file on record at the 
Survey and Planning Branch of the Division of Archives and }listory, Raleigh, N.C. 

United States Manuscript Censuses. Microfilm located at the Richard H. Thornton Public 
Library, Oxford, N.C. 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
D preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
D previously listed in the National Register 
D previously determined eligible by the National Register 
D designated a National Historic Landmark 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings 

SuNey# ________________________________ _ 

D recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record # ______________________ _ 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of property approximately 21 acres 

UTM References 
A LLJ I I I I 

Zone Easting 

C LLJ I I I I 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Boundary Justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

I I I I 

Northing 

I I I I 

D See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
[XJ State historic preseNation oHice 
D Other State agency 
D Federal agency 
D Local government 
D University 
DOther 
Specify repository: 

B LLJ I I I I 
Zone Easting 

o LLJ I I I I 

~ See continuation sheet 

IX] See continuation sheet 

~ See continuation sheet 

I I I I 
Northing 

I I I I 

name/title Marvin A. Brown/ Archi tectural Historian & Patricia Esperon/Historian 
or~fZ~f(aJle County-Oxford Historic Survey date ---=8L-/1=...:8~/~8~7'----_________ _ 
street & number P.O. Box 1556(State Historic Pres. Office)elephone 919-693-1491 
city or town Oxford state zip code 27565 
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~J:.!:~t~ FER E ~I C E S 

Zone Easting No)" ... th i ng 

A 17 723390 4·003610 

B 17 723040 4003600 

C 17 723030 '+003340 

D 17 723190 4003300 

E 17 7;:::3330 Lj·0034Lt·O 

Beginning at point A: 17 723390 400610 on the polygon, along 
the west side of state Road 1627, continuing in a straight line 
due west approximately 1300 feet to point B: 17 723040 4003600 on 
the polygon at the south side of the stream. Continuing in a 
straight line due south approximately 900 feet to point c: 17 
723030 4003340 on the polygon where the field clearing meets the 
tree line. Continuing in a straight line southeast approximately 
525 fee t , a Ion g the e d g e 0 f the woo d s , top 0 i }r, t D: 1 -; 7 ;::~~ 3 1 9 <) 

4003300 on the polygon, where the tree line meets the west side 
of state Road 1627. Continuing north along the west side of 
State Road 1627 approximately 1425 feet to the point of origin. 

Approximately 21 acres that include the dwelling, cemetery 
and s Ij} .... )" ... 0 un din g fie J. d s t hat h a v e bee n his to)"'" i cally ass 0 cia ted 
wit h the P)"'" 0 P e } .... t y, m a i n t a i n his to)"'" i C i n t e g Y" i t y, a '1"1 d con v e y the 
property's historic setting are being nominated for the National. 
Register. The remaining acreage has been excluded because it is 
predominately woodland and is no longer used for farm production. 
In this case the land use has substantially changed so that it 
no longer contributes to the historic integrity or historic 
significance of the property as a plantation era farm. 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86) 

Section number -lQ_ 

OMB Approval No. 1024-0018 

Page _--2--

The northern boundary from UTM points A to B includes the 
d we 1 lin g and fa\"" m c I e a \"" i n g t a its sou t han d ex c 1 u des p \"" 0 p e \"" t y 
that falls outside of the owner's property line to its north. 
The western boundary from UTM Points B to C includes the dwelling 
and farm clearing to its east and excludes woodland to its west. 
The southern boundary from UTM points C to D includes the 
dwelling and fields to its north and excludes land not owned by 
the owner to its south. The eastern boundary from UTM point~ D to 
A includes the dwelling, farm clearing and non-contributing barn 
to its west and excludes land not owned by the owner to its east. 
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